
 

 

27 OCTOBER 2020 

 The end of October heralds the start of our mid-term break and the rapidly approaching end of the academic year. 

We are well past the spring equinox and on our way to summer. Our Grade 7s have commenced the final count-

down of their Primary School days having completed their Core Skills Assessments, and the school will be welcoming 

them back tomorrow from their annual three day Head’s Hike.  

Grade 7s departing for the Head’s Hike 

Staff are focused on time-lines for the end-of-year pupil reports, and there is a growing sense of both anxiety (so 

much to do, and so little time) and excitement, in anticipation of the year-end celebrations that form part of the 

4th Term.   

We are also at a turning point in planning for the end of 2020 and the start of 2021, and in all of these we aim to 

keep the Cowan House experience as relevant as possible, particularly in these COVID times. The PA will be holding 

their AGM on Tuesday 03 November (immediately after half term), and this too will mark the end and beginning of 

an era. We will be thanking Michelle van Zuydam for all she has done during as PA Chair for the past 3 years, and 

electing a new Chair for this vital role in the school’s communication structures and support for parents. We will 

also be taking leave of our Grade 7 PA Reps, Shannon Barnes, Leigh Markham and Natalie le Sueur, and 

acknowledging their service to the school, as well as welcoming next year’s Class Reps.  

You will have recently received Andrew Barnes’ annual Chairman’s letter which included the Fee Schedule for 2021 

and information regarding the 2% fee increase in Tuition Fees, for all grades, and Boarding. I wish to pay tribute to 

the work of our Finance Committee in steering the school through these challenging financial times. By the start of 

November, this Committee will have met formally at least 10 times this year, and their commitment to balancing 

the multifactorial needs for our School’s sustainability and growth has been unwavering.  

As always, this Newsletter aims to provide snapshots and snippets of things happening in and around the school.  



 
 

 
 

FROM OUR ‘LITTLE PIECE OF PARADISE’ … THE SPRING GARDENS 

The spring rains have caused our gardens to burst into bloom. Robyn Gruitjers, from our Marketing Office, 

published a much ‘liked’ Face Book post of our ‘little piece of paradise.’ 

 

FROM THE ART ROOM: NATURE DRAWING IN GRADE 5                by Fay Keit  

Exploring the flourishing school gardens, the Grade 5s ‘blew me away’ recently with their sketches of 

leaves, twigs, and flowers. They found items they wished to draw and were encouraged to notice detail 

and shadow. With a choice of pencil, charcoal, ink, or ballpoint pen, they set to work. I am sure you will 

be impressed too! 

 

 



 
 

 
 

FROM THE GRADE 5 CLASSROOM                      Shea Baxter, Julie Meiklejohn and Emma Erasmus 

The Grade 5s had fun last week learning about and writing their own humorous limericks about COVID. Lots of 

laughs were shared as they thought about the rhyming words and silly ideas they could include. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kabelo Lephema     James Hewson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruth Reynard      Nzwankele Dube 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Amyoli Ntshobane      Jocelyn Sparrow     

 

 

 

 

 

 

There was a strange virus called Corona 
Sanitiser the only aroma 
There was online school 
Which was not very cool 

When it struck everyone was a loner. 
 

  
 

Amyoli who so loved daisies 
Did nothing and was so lazy  

She didn’t like masks 
And didn’t do tasks 

So Lockdown drove her so crazy.  

There once was a thing called Lockdown 
It made me feel like a strange clown 

I had to wear a mask 
What a really bad task 

That year I ended with a frown.  
  

In 2020 there was a girl called Ruth 
She took a run and broke her tooth 

She wore a cloth mask 
It was a big task 

No longer could she go to youth.  

There once was a small boy called James 
who like to play video games 

He played it for days 
and ate chips called ‘Lays’  

He was weirdly obsessed with flames.  
 

The once was a girl named Joss 
who always thought she was the Boss 

she couldn’t see her friend 
Masks became a trend 

Lockdown forever made her cross.  



 
 

 
 

The Grade 5s also enjoyed learning about Mass in Maths … there’s a limerick to be written about that! 

The girls and boys brought scales and kitchen groceries to measure together in class. It was interesting for the class 

to see which products equalled the mass stated on the packaging, and which had a mass of more or less than this. 

 

A NEW SEASON FOR SPORTS ACTIVITIES 

Much excitement was felt by the 

Cowan House boys with the 

introduction of cricket to the Sport 

Activities programme. These bags 

seem as eagerly lined-up for practice 

as the boys were. It was wonderful to 

hear the familiar sound of bags being 

wheeled along the corridors and past 

the sports office on their way to the 

cricket nets.  

Not to be out done, the girls ‘got 

creative’ with their hockey sticks 

 

OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE PRE PRIMARY WALKWAY / STEPS 

Neil Akal and his Grounds Staff took advantage of the September school holidays to tackle the slippery bank and 

path under the Pre Primary bridge with earth moving equipment, bricks and mortar. The result is a new, 

restructured and terraced walkway / stepped area covered with astroturf.  

Last week our Pre Primary HOD, Mrs Kerry Taylor, arranged an Opening Ceremony to thank Neil Akal, and his team 

for their hard work. The ceremony was complete after an official ‘cutting of the ribbon’ by Mr Akal, and much 

excited play on the new facility. 



 
 

 
 

 

FROM OUR LEARNING SUPPORT DEPARTMENT – FOCUS ON DYSLEXIA 

With October being Dyslexia Awareness Month, our Head of Learning Support, Tammy Raw, shared the following 

information about dyslexia. 

‘Dyslexia is defined as a general term for disorders that involve difficulty in learning to read or interpret words, 

letters and other symbols, but does not affect generalised intelligence. This means that reading and writing that one 

may do easily, is a stressful and tiring activity for them. What usually happens in the process of reading is that our 

eyes see words (visual media) which is then interpreted by our brain. In the case of people with dyslexia, the brain 

interprets the words differently so words like ‘SAW’ may be read from right to left instead – so the person would 

read ‘SAW’ as ‘WAS’. This is only one example of how dyslexia makes reading and writing difficult. Some people with 

dyslexia explain that they find words ‘jumping’ or ‘dancing’ around, and have a hard time understanding the actual 

word. They need more time for reading as they must consciously reverse the interpretation done by the brain, to 

understand the text. This also exhausts them physically and mentally. Sometimes it may be that the last letters of 

the words are simply skipped – ‘walking’ becomes ‘walk’ and ‘talking’ ’talk.’ The words may even blend which makes 

the text lose meaning. ‘The crow croaked a song’ becomes Thec rowcroak eda song’ which is very difficult to 

understand. The space between words can also disappear so the sentence appears like a long word.  

Dyslexic people tend to perceive things visually - on reading a text, they are simultaneously creating a story in their 

head. This way words and letters get easily mixed up. There are also certain blank words – abstract words that can’t 

conjure up any image, words like ‘at’ and ‘unless’ and ‘is’. Such words bring the entire picturisation to a stop, such 

that dyslexics feel lost in a maze of words. Children with dyslexia also have problems remembering what they have 

read because so much of their energy is going into decoding the written word, however, if the same information is 

read aloud to them, they tend to remember it more easily.’                                                                                                                                    

From ‘In the shoes of a dyslexic’ 

Dyslexics make good problem solvers, observant, empathetic, excellent big picture thinkers, good at making 

connections, creative, three dimensional thinkers. 



 
 

 
 

For practical teaching and parenting tips visit: https://www.webmd.com/children/helping-children-with-

dyslexia#1 

From Steven Spielberg: ‘Dyslexia is more common than you can imagine. You are not alone. And while 

you will have this the rest of your life, you can dart between the raindrops to get where you want to go, 

and it will not hold you back.’ 

Please contact Tammy and our Learning Support Staff should you require more information and 

guidance: tammy.raw@cowanhouse.co.za 

 

PRE PRIMARY CLASS, SPORTS AND CULTURAL PHOTOS 
 
Pre Primary Class group, as well as Sports & Cultural Photos are traditionally taken in Term 4 by our photographers, 
Colour Chrome Headhunters. For COVID safety compliance, group photos were taken individually, and these will 
then be collated and edited for a composite team / class photo. Protocols ensured that pupils were sufficiently 
socially distanced when masks were dropped for each photo shot. The use of COVID friendly, ‘safety boxes’ for the 
Pre Primary photos was particularly endearing.  

 

FOUNDATION OFFICE AND CHAPPS NEWS  

News of CHAPPS Success from Michaelhouse  

James Murray (Class of 2015, and Paul Galatis Trophy awardee) was recently awarded Academic Honours, and Dom 

Le Sueur (Class of 2016) earned a B Block / Grade 11, Top 10 position for the 3rd Quarter being placed 8th in the 

Block. Dom was also announced a House Prefect for 2021 in Founders, and Junior Ntiyane in Tatham House. 

 

This time last year the Cowan House Foundation was officially launched at a delightfully grand and glittering 

occasion in our Indoor Centre. These are memories to be cherished in the history of the school.  

https://www.webmd.com/children/helping-children-with-dyslexia#1
https://www.webmd.com/children/helping-children-with-dyslexia#1
mailto:tammy.raw@cowanhouse.co.za


 
 

 
 

 

FROM THE STAFF ROOM 

Aftercare and Pre Primary Staffing for 2021 

You will have read in a previous Newsletter that Jess Adlington Corfield will be moving to Kenya, where her 

husband Alan is taking up a Headship, at the end of the year. I am very pleased to confirm that Stephanie Lee will 

take over Jess’ position in Aftercare. This role, in the afternoons, dovetails well with Steph’s Boarding 

administration.  

In the Pre Primary, Robyn Wicks will join Kim Harvey as the Grade RR teaching team, and an advertisement has 

been posted for a second Grade RRR teacher alongside Sandie Yeoman.  

Staff-in-Action Photos 

‘The Boss’ in Action for 

Boss’ Day – 16 October.  

A special birthday 

recognition for Sally Evans 

Our CCO, Dorian Larter, 

checking Julie Meiklejohn’s 

tyres for COVID 

compliance.  

A ‘Jack of all Trades’, 

Dorian kindly changed 

Julie’s tyre for her.  



 
 

 
 

Perhaps more comfortable in the classroom and on the sports field, Shea and Rob Baxter were ‘benched’ together 

for a ‘Baby Baxter’ Baby Shower. As you can gather from the pink wrapping and the blush of their cheeks, they will 

be welcoming a little Miss Baxter mid-November. Best wishes to them for this exciting new chapter in their lives.  

I have already communicated Shea Baxter’s maternity leave locum appointment for Term 1, 2021 as Dominique 

Hoatson. For the last few weeks of 2020, Emma Erasmus will teach Shea’s classes providing a smooth transition 

for this year’s pupils. Shea will still write the report comments for the boys and girls she has taught this year.  

Pupils-in-Action Photos 

Grade 7 Preparing for Core Skills Assessments 

 

Grade 4 ‘Science of Sound’ Lessons & Grade 5 Art - ‘Sistine Chapel Style’   



 
 

 
 

You will have noticed our boys and girls are wearing civvies in many of these photos because of our COVID provision 

of a civvies day midweek to allow for the laundering of tracksuits, and the Grade 7s have an added civvies day 

privilege on Fridays. This COVID flexibility should, however, not lead to a ‘mix & match’ approach for Mondays, 

Tuesdays and Thursdays when school uniform is worn. I spoke to the boys and girls in Assembly last week about a 

general ‘scruffiness’ creeping in with regards hair maintenance, coloured socks, etc. and tackies being worn with 

uniform. I ask parents to assist us in maintaining these disciplines.  

Fun in the Sun at Aftercare 

 

NEWS FROM THE HEAD’S HIKE 

I write to you from the Dargle having returned to Beverley Farm after an exhausting day of hiking with the Grade 

7s in the Nhlozane area. We have enjoyed a very special two days together and by all accounts it will be an early 

night, after a braai of course, to rest some very tired and weary bodies.  



 
 

 
 

 

All going to plan, we are likely to return to Cowan House tomorrow for a 13h15 pick-up after a ‘celebratory’ lunch 

in the pavilion. The Grade 7s have been amazing and I wish to convey my thanks to Kate and Garry Kelly for hosting 

this year’s camp-out and hike.  



 
 

 
 

BOARDING PLANS 

Some relocation of personnel in staff housing on campus has taken place during the past few days. These moves 

were initiated as a result of our new Boarding Strategy with our boys being relocated into the current girls’ facility 

and the girls moving to the Deputy Head’s House. This will involve some ‘building and structural’ change to ensure 

a completely new layout in a type of ‘Boarding Village’ for the start of 2021. We do believe our new environment 

will add huge value to the product and will prove popular for all concerned.  

We will post photos of the project as it progresses over the remaining weeks of the term.  

In conclusion … 

A reminder of Half Term pick-up times and venues. 

Grade RRR – R:  10h00 (Perrett’s) 

Grade 1: 10h15 (Perrett’s) 

Grade 2: 10h15 (T-Field) 

Grade 3: 10h15 (Perrett’s) 

Grade 4:  10h30 (Perrett’s) 

Grade 5 – 7: 10h30 (T-Field) 

As we ‘gallop’ to the end of 2020 with the mixed feelings of nostalgia, excitement, sadness, relief … to name but a 

few, I am reminded of Jonathan Swift’s succinct comment in Gulliver’s Travels on the complexity and 

contradictory nature of the human experience – ‘Every man desires to live long, but no man wishes to be old.’   

Having spent this week on the Head’s Hike with the Grade 7s, I am very aware of the importance of the next four 

weeks in their Junior School careers (particularly this year) and the mixed emotions they will be feeling. Although 

eagerly anticipating the start of their High School days, they will also relish their last month of ‘swimming as big 

fish in the Primary School pond.’ We as a Staff look forward to making their final Leavers’ events as meaningful as 

possible.  

Best wishes for Half Term.  

 

 

 

Thought of the Day 

‘Technology is just a tool. In terms of getting the children working together and motivating them, the 
teacher is most important.’ – Bill Gates 

 

Regards 
Derek Braans  
 

 

 

 


