
 

 

14 OCTOBER 2020 

  

Grade 7 Core Skills Assessment Preparation 

We started the final term of the school year for 2020 on 05 October - World Teachers’ Day. It was a typical grey-

green, moist spring day in the Midlands with mist and drizzle, and a sense of new opportunities. We had changed 

seasons both physically and in the COVID calendar – both providing opportunity to ease into warmer, more sociable 

times.  

World Teachers’ Day is commemorated by UNESCO as the anniversary of the adoption of the 1966 
recommendation concerning the Status of Teachers. To quote from the UNESCO Website - ‘This Recommendation 
sets benchmarks regarding the rights and responsibilities of teachers and standards for their initial preparation and 
further education, recruitment, employment, and teaching and learning conditions.’  

Although this statement seems filled with jargon 
and high intent, the UNESCO commitment for 
World Teachers’ Day this year rings true:  

‘In this crisis, teachers have shown, as they have 
done so often, great leadership and innovation in 

ensuring that #LearningNeverStops, that no 

learner is left behind. Around the world, they have 
worked individually and collectively to find solutions and create new learning environments for their students to 
allow education to continue. Their role advising on school reopening plans and supporting students with the return 
to school is just as important.’ 

Teachers are arguably the most important members of our society. Teachers give children purpose, set them up for 
success as citizens of the world, and inspire and drive children to do well and succeed in life. The children of today 
are the leaders of tomorrow, and Teachers are that critical point that makes a child ready for their future. To quote 
George Orwell, ‘If you can teach children, teenagers, and young adults and turn them into responsible, curious, and 



 
 

 
 

hardworking individuals when they go into the real world, then you have accomplished what a teacher is supposed to 
do.’ 

In reality teachers have the most important job in the world: they have the power to change lives. In the school 
Assembly last week, I thanked the remarkable Cowan House teachers for their inspiration, care, kindness, 
compassion and commitment. We are all truly blessed!  

It comes down to that all important ability to ‘flick the switch’ and light up a love of learning - #LearningNeverStops  

Extra-Curricular Programme & Events 

As COVID restrictions are slowly eased, we continue to add more to our school calendar and ‘workshop’ ways of 
implementing the various Grade 7 Leavers’ Functions, in a COVID friendly environment. From next week, additions 
such as cricket, hockey, tennis and swimming, in controlled ways, will be added to our extra-mural programme. 
Craig Hoyer has detailed these activities in a recent letter to parents.  

Please see below for the new Sports Programme: 

Peripatetic Music staff will also be granted ‘more flexibility’ in which to conduct their lessons. The slow introduction 
of Cultural activities such as Drama and Chess will also commence.  

A friendly reminder to all parents who may need to be on campus (besides dropping / fetching your children), to 
please ensure masks are worn at all times to safeguard our COVID compliance. We are still required to screen all 
pupils, parents and visitors coming onto our campus.  

 



 
 

 
 

PRE PRIMARY NEWS 

Moving to the early end of the learning spectrum, Friedrich Frobel, the inventor of the first Kindergarten in 
Blankenburg, was among the first people to highlight the importance of the early years in a child’s development and 
believed that children learned best through self-activity, talk, and play. Each day in our Pre Primary, our staff plan, create 
and facilitate activities that allow for just this – learning through play.  

 

Hide and Seek in the 
Garden 

‘If I can’t see you, 
you can’t see me!’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Designing and making a 
home for a camel. 

Much planning, discussion 
and teamwork involved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Last week we successfully held the 1st of our Cowan House Pre Primary ‘Play Date Tuesdays.’ These have proved 
popular in giving prospective parents a taste of everyday life in the Pre Primary. Please forward the information of 
these events to any friends or acquaintances who may be interested in finding out more about our Pre School.  



 
 

 
 

JUNIOR PRIMARY NEWS 

Grade 1 Hundred Days Celebration    from Debra le Voy and Meghan Walker 

In celebration of 100 days in Grade 1, the children engaged in many interesting and fun activities. One of these 
was a humorous collation of the things the boys and girls remember being told to do … a 100 times over … by 
their mums and dads: 

 

 

 

 

They also completed a tree map representing the things they would love 100 of, as well as the 100 things they 
would hate to have.  

‘Get in the car!’   - Kyle Dutton 
‘Turn off the TV!’  - Georgia Armour 
‘Go to bed, switch off the TV!’  - Hlela Sitonga 
‘Go close the door!’  - Isiphile Bangura 
‘Help in the garden!’ - Danté Joubert 
‘Get in the car!’ - Iphithule Gatsheni 
‘Go to bed!’ - Liam Seele 
‘Can you fetch the towel!’ - Lubanzi Ntombela 
‘Go make the bed!’ - Lily van Niekerk 
‘Feed the dog!’ - Sara Jugadoe 
 
 
 
 

‘Feed the dogs and cat’ - Sienna Riley 
‘Go play’ - Cara Sparrow 
‘Set the table!’ - Mikaela Bullough 
‘Leave the snake alone!’  - Ant Frost 
‘Go water the plants!’ - Izabelle Govindsamy 
‘Feed the dogs! Brush your teeth’ - Ross Haldane 
‘Go and do your hair and teeth’ - Gavin Roe-Scott 
 
 

‘Go to bed’ ‘but I do not want to go to bed!’ - Christian Lambie 
‘Go clean up the Sunroom’ - Rachel Christopher 
‘Go feed the cat, get in the bath’ - Rylie Butler 
 



 
 

 
 

‘HATE’ LIST       ‘LOVE’ LIST 

As you can imagine, the children’s suggestions were interesting and entertaining, especially when Finn declared he 

would hate to have 100 teachers. 

Some of the Grade 1s would LOVE … 
100 genies; 100 powers to perform 

 

Others would NOT like … 
100 moms; 100 pets (too much spade parade and feeding); 100 pieces of blue cheese; 100 TVs 

As a treat for being 100 days smarter, the boys and girls enjoyed free play time on the Obstacle Course.  



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 3 Chinese New Year Celebration 

The Grade 3s have had fun expanding their 

horizons through lessons and activities about the 

Chinese New Year. These included Chinese writing, 

fortune cookies, chopsticks, noodles and Chinese lanterns.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

SENIOR PRIMARY NEWS 

Grade 5 Ancient Egypt Day 

As part of the Grade 5 Social Science curriculum, the annual Ancient Egypt Day has become a much anticipated 
event that is the culmination of lessons, research projects, prepared speeches, costume design and menu planning.  

The event was initially planned for the end of Term 3, but a very cold, wet Hilton day didn’t match the theme or 

COVID requirements for an outdoor event. The postponement to the start of Term 4, heightened the enthusiasm 

of the day as can see seen by the costumes and food preparations. 

Staff: Getting the moves 

 

 

Pupils 

 



 
 

 
 

Food  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 7 Resilience Presentation 

Following on from a Staff Wellness presentation 

entitled ‘Bend like Bamboo’ by Naomi Holdt, 

Julie Meiklejohn and Sally Evans arranged for a 

similar presentation on Resilience for our Grade 

7 pupils. This aimed to equip our pupils with the 

skills to both understand the emotional impact 

of what Naomi Holdt calls the ‘Corona Coaster’ 

and develop the capacity, like bamboo, for 

flexibility and strength.  

This was a very worthwhile and informative 

presentation, and my thanks are extended to 

Naomi for always being willing to share her 

expertise and experience with us.  

As a lovely finishing touch, Naomi gifted the Grade 7s a personalised message 

and chocolate wishing them well in their upcoming Core Skills Assessments.  

Grade 7 Creative Writing 

In a time when the Grade 7s may be feeling a little despondent about many of their Leavers’ Year 

dreams and events having been drastically curtailed, Sally Evans tasked her English pupils with a creative writing 

exercise inspired by Martin Luther King’s famous ‘I have a Dream’ speech.  

 

 



 
 

 
 

This is a piece written by Siyamthanda Tshabalala: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS BEYOND THE CLASSROOM 

The Dreyer Family Challenge … ‘Climb every mountain, ford every stream’ 

As Cowan House parents, Martin and Jeannie Dreyer have inspired and amazed us with their personal 

achievements, mostly on bikes and in boats.  

To mention a few of these: 

Martin has won the Freedom Challenge race across South Africa – a 2300 km non-stop, self-navigated bike race 

from Pietermaritzburg to Wellington. He won in a time of 10 days, 14 hours and 32 mins. Martin’s successes in the 

Dusi are legendary, and Martin and Jeannie have competed competitively together in both the Dusi and Cape Epic. 

They were also the first people to ride mountain bikes to the top of Mount Kilimanjaro.  

Jeannie has won the 36ONE MTB Challenge for 2 consecutive years. 

During the September holidays, Martin and Jeannie set off on an amazing adventure with their children Callum 

(Grade 4) and Ruby (Grade 2) hiking to, and climbing, the highest peak in all nine South African Provinces.  

Starting in Mpumalanga, they scaled De Berg,  

in Limpopo - Iron Crown  

in North West – Nooitgedaght  

Gauteng – Toringkop  

Free State – Namahadi 

Western Cape – Seweweekspoort 

Northern Cape – Murch Point 

‘I have a dream that all people’s careers become successful. 

I have a dream that all people can be educated, that all people can go to school. I have a dream 

that all people can be treated the same, regardless of their skin colour or where they come from. 

I have a dream that all children’s dreams can come true, whether they are rich or poor. I have a 

dream that all the frowns on people’s faces will turn into smiles. Do you enjoy knowing that there 

are hundreds of children in the world that don’t sleep with a full stomach? There are children who 

don’t know the feeling of having a parent; who don’t have a place to call home. I have a dream that 

all children’s and adults’ hearts will one day be filled with joy, happiness and love. 

I have dream that all types of violence in the world will come to an end. There are so many people 

who experience abuse. 

I understand that in life not everyone can be rich, happy or have everything that they want, but I 

have a dream that every single person can have a taste of happiness. 

I have a dream that the world can become ONE! 

I have a dream. I have a dream.’ 

 



 
 

 
 

Eastern Cape – Kwaduma 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The last leg of the challenge was to climb KZN’s 

Mafadi which at 3481m is the highest peak in 

South Africa. Unfortunately, bad weather forced 

them to postpone the completion of their 

challenge to the first week of term.  

To quote from Jeannie’s report, ‘This was the 

longest hike for the family (±40 km) with plenty of 

elevation and requiring a second night on the mountain on the way down.  

It has been a magical trip through SA with our kids. They have blown our minds with their resilience, happiness 

and determination.’  Congratulations! 



 
 

 
 

CHAPPS NEWS  

Recently we have received news of past pupils’ successes at St Anne’s. At the end of last term, Juliette Armitage 
was named Head of Day Girls for 2021. Juliet was awarded the Moira Emerson Trophy in 2016. Gabrielle 
Benkenstein who earned Sports Women of the Year at Cowan House, was named Head of Sport, and Dintle Magasa 
(our Girls’ Boarding awardee) was named Head of Collaboration.  

More recently at the St Anne’s Speech Day, Hannah Mills and Sasha Armstrong earned Academic Honours. Hannah 

was also awarded both the B.C. Adamson Prize for Consumer Studies and the Freda Chapman Memorial 
Prize for Consumer Studies Practical academic prizes, and Sasha won Academic Prizes for AP English, 
French & Languages.  
 
In the younger grades, Mia Scales, Sophia Thrash, Georgina le Sueur, Yojana Somchand, Emma Crampton 
Erin Joubert and Sophie Merrick earned academic credit. 
 
We look forward to sharing news from other Senior Schools and welcome information from past pupils 
and parents.  
 

PA MATTERS 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to again thank our parents, mums in 
particular, for the lovely flowers you provide to make my office and our 
Reception areas welcoming to visitors and parents. This past week the Grade 
RR mums provided much admired arrangements. This is greatly appreciated.  

 

d6 Connect App 

My last Newsletter reported on our migration to the 
d6 Connect App at this start of this term. If you have 
not done so already, please download the App and 
follow the user-friendly prompts for access to this 
private School Communicator. Sally Hallowes is happy 
to be of assistance should you encounter any difficulties.   

BOARDING & DEPUTY HEAD NEWS 

The long-awaited spring rains (and these have been plentiful in Hilton) seem to have rejuvenated nature and 

freshened our spirits for another term of COVID protocols. Things seem clean and clear after a few good days of 

rain. This spirit of newness has been enhanced by the excited voices of the girls and boys moving about the Boarding 

House at the start of this term. They have adapted to this way of life a lot quicker than most of us adults. I must 

compliment everyone on how they have continued to embrace the protocols. 

Staff continue to ensure we all enjoy some of the traditional experiences usually associated with this time of the 

year. I am very happy to say that our Grade 7s will be able to enjoy a final term at Cowan House that will provide a 

traditional send-off. These events are so important at this stage in their lives as they say goodbye to this part of 

their school life and hello to an exciting new chapter.  

A big thank you to our staff who have adapted, adjusted, and ‘made a plan’ to create these and other opportunities 

for the boarders. We look forward to a busy and productive term. 

On behalf of all staff, I take this opportunity again to thank parents for their support and adherence to the protocols 

that have brought us to this point and will help us get through the last ‘push’ to the end of the school year. 



 
 

 
 

In conclusion … 

Although we may need to be remain flexible regarding the specific details, the following plans have been confirmed 
for the Grade 7 Calendar and we look forward to celebrating these special events with them. Appropriate COVID 
measures and protocols will be published for each event. 

OCT   

26-28  Head’s Hike 

NOV   

10 TUE 17h30-±20h30 Grade 7 & Staff Dinner (Dining Room) 

20 FRI 18h00-±21h30 Grade 7 Leavers’ Function (Indoor Centre) 

23 MON 09h30-10h00 Go-Kart Assembly  

 10h30-11h30 Go-Kart race practice run  

24 TUE 10h30-±12h00 Go-Kart Races (T-Field) 

25 WED 09h30-±10h30 Grade 4-6 Final Assembly (prize winners in the Theatre; programme 
recorded on TEAMS for pupils to watch in classes) 

26 THU 09h45-±10h45 Grade 7 Prize Giving (Theatre) 

 11h15 Grade 7 Pigeon Release Ceremony (Black’s) 

  ±11h30-12h00 Grade 7 Leavers’ Gift Ceremony and Tea (Pavilion) 
Grade 7s may depart after this event 

27 FRI 09h15-10h00 Grade 7 Final Bell Ringing & Leaving Ceremony 

 

Equally exciting events in the calendar are the weekly Grade RRR 2021 playdates and the Grade 1 2021 Orientation 
morning on 11 November. Each of these represent preparation for new beginnings in 2021.  

In this short 4th Term, there is a strong sense of ‘Time’s winged chariot hurrying near.’ So much of 2020 seems to 
have merged into ‘one continuous term’ without the traditional events to highlight specific times of the year. More 
than ever, therefore, we will relish the events we are able to celebrate as a school community.  

Best wishes for the remaining 6 weeks of the school year.  

 

Thought of the Day  

‘You can’t use up creativity. The more you use, the more you have.’ - Maya Angelou 

 

 

Regards 
Derek Braans 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


