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(Pre-COVID photos) 

I extend a very warm welcome for the start of 2021.  The quotation, ‘Every leader is a dealer in hope,’ (attributed 

to Napoleon Bonaparte), seems a suitable slogan to rally behind as we all tackle another year of adapting to and 

managing forces of change, out of our control on both a global and local scale. We did so in 2020, and we are again 

committed to finding positive solutions for the delivery of our Cowan House brand of education for our pupils.  

A great ‘Brand’ is in many ways a story that is never completely told, and this in itself 

perpetuates hope, growth and new beginnings. Cowan House has a proud 73 year old history 

of providing an innovative edge to a ‘homely’, family orientated version of a traditional Prep 

School Education. I hope our fortnightly Newsletter repeats, retells and shares the many 

stories of our girls’ and boys’ lives.  

In 1948, David and Joy Black welcomed just 7, which 

grew to 12, new boys to their homestead and new 

school in Mountain Rise.  

This brave venture was testament to their faith in their 

vision for Cowan House. In the history of Cowan House, 

there have been several ‘brave new ventures’ based on 

hope and belief in the School’s future. These include the 

forced move from Mountain Rise to new premises in 

Hilton (1965), recovery from a catastrophic fire (1997), 

introduction of girls and co-education (1999) as well as 

major building projects. Today we celebrate in 

welcoming no fewer than 403 pupils for the start of the 



 
 

 
 

year – 68 of whom are new pupils to Cowan House. It was very special to welcome those girls and boys new to our 

‘family’ yesterday and to provide opportunity for them to meet their class teachers.  

You will in the short space of a few days have received some letters from my desk detailing arrangements for the 

start of the academic year.  My thanks are extended to the staff for ensuring that ‘academic packs’ for every pupil, 

were ready for collection this morning. Thank you too to Carmen Haldane (our PA Chair) and our Class Reps for 

their assistance in setting up the Class WhatsApp platforms to ensure there is communication between class 

teachers, parents and pupils. Sally Hallowes is also available to assist pupils in accessing their Microsoft Team 

accounts. We will continue to forward updates from ISASA and specific information regarding the restart of 

schooling on campus for Independent Schools when this becomes available. 

OPERATION ‘WORK PACK’ DISTRIBUTION 

Whilst the Junior School remains closed for ‘onsite’ teaching, all academic packs should have been collected from 

school this morning and our ‘online’ distance learning programme commences tomorrow. We will, through this 

forum, continue to deliver and provide education and learning which is meaningful and relevant. We were highly 

successful in implementing this last year during lockdown and staff are completely ‘at ease’ in delivering the 

curriculum in this manner. Our hope is that this format does not extend for a lengthy period of time.  

 

STAFF NEWS 

On the Staffing front, we welcomed Jevon Heynsen (Head of Music), Rochelle Vermaak (Afrikaans) and Amy Odell 

(Grade RRR) to the Cowan House family, as well as Dom Hoatson, Robyn Williams and Rob Andrew as locums for 

Shea Baxter, Fey Keit and Rory Randall respectively.  



 
 

 
 

Congratulations are in order to Fay and Chris Keit – they were blessed with the arrival of young Oliver early in 

January. Debra le Voy and Beate Horrell also gained a precious grandchild each during the holidays.  

And, as is customary each year, we also took on board a new contingent of trainee teachers as Interns and TAs 

whom you will get to meet once we are able to return to onsite teaching.  

 

 

 

 

 

Proudly ‘Cowan House’ and a new Staff Microsoft Teams training session by Sally Hallowes 

 

BOARDING BUILDING PROJECT 

Much building alteration work has taken place during 

the holidays to create a new Boarding environment with 

our boys moving into the previous girls’ boarding area 

(with upgrades) and the girls being relocated into what 

was previously the Deputy Head’s house. This project is 

nearing completing and we look forward to the finished 

product. I will be posting pictures soon.  

CHAPPS NEWS 

From St Charles 

Max Nattrass, Caleb Reynard and Johan Rautenbach (from the Class 

of 2015) excelled in their end of year results gaining distinctions in 

several subjects. 

 

Max Nattrass: Mathematics, English, Physics, Biology and Music 

Caleb Reynard: Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, and Biology 

Johan Rautenbach: Mathematics, English, Afrikaans, Physics, and 

Biology 

 

And further congratulations are in order to Caleb for achieving   

3 distinctions in his A Levels: Physics, Chemistry and Mathematics.  

 

IN CONCLUSION   …  an article entitled the ‘17 Great Challenges of the 
Twenty-First Century,’ penned in 2007 by James Martin of Oxford University, prophetically 

included the following in his list of 17 challenges facing us and our children: 

Saving the Earth and Achieving Sustainable Lifestyles  

Reversing Poverty 



 
 

 
 

Conquering Disease – specifically ‘we must thwart the rapid spread of infectious diseases’ … ‘Bird flu and other 

pandemics require preparation, and we must do more to be ready for them.’  

Cultivating Creativity and Bridging the Skill and Wisdom Gap.  

These challenges certainly have proven increasingly relevant, as do the following comments made by Martin in the 

same article: 

‘Sometime in the future, computer intelligence  - which is quite different from human intelligence, will feed 

on itself … Humanity needs to discover how to avoid being overwhelmed by accelerating change that is 

totally out of control and harmful.’ 

 

‘A serious problem right now is the gap between our skill and our wisdom … The skill-wisdom gap is 

enlarged because skills offer ways to get wealthy. Society’s best brains are saturated with immediate 

issues that become ever more complex, rather than reflecting on why we are doing this and what the long-

term consequences will be.’  

 

 

These are sobering thoughts particularly during these COVID times when we have had to spend so much time in 

drafting, redrafting and revising plans and protocols for the crisis the world finds itself in. The World Health 

Organisation’s comment this week of the world being on the brink of ‘catastrophic moral failure’ in the manner 

COVID vaccines are being managed, also seems to affirm Martin’s comments.  

It is therefore more important than ever for our teachers to connect personally with our pupils in fostering our 

value-based, people-centred brand of education.  Online learning options and technological advancements seem 

to speed up and diversify the complexities facing parents and children, and we need to counter-balance this with 

emotional intelligence and a balance in real-time vs screen-time, more than ever before.  

Best wishes for 2021.  

 

Thought of the Week  

‘The day you plant the seed is not the day you eat the fruit. Be patient and stay the course.’ Fabienne Fredrickson 

 

 

Regards 
Derek Braans 

 

 


